
 
 

 

 
Dear Focal Points,                                                                                                                                        Issue 4 
[cc: DAC Delegates] 

In this newsletter, we are pleased to share with you three blog posts – OECD Insights – on policy 
coherence by senior OECD officials. We are also writing to inform you about: 

 Two recent OECD-PCSD training workshops in Romania and Slovenia. 

 Other recent events. 

 Upcoming events. 

 New OECD publications: From a PCSD perspective. 

We are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this email to your colleagues. 

With best wishes, 
The OECD PCD Unit. 
 
‘OECD INSIGHTS’ ON POLICY COHERENCE 

 
“The Romeo and Juliet of Economic Transformation” 
By Douglas Frantz, OECD Deputy Secretary-General 
 
“Policy Coherence from New Data, New Research, New Mindsets” 
By Catherine Mann, OECD Chief Economist 
 
”The Importance of a Policy Coherence Lens for Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals”  
By Ebba Dohlman, Senior Advisor, Office of the Secretary-General 
 
OECD-PCSD TRAINING WORKSHOPS 

 
The purpose of these workshops are to introduce the concept of policy coherence for sustainable 
development (PCSD) and improve understanding of how it can be applied in practice in a national 
setting, and how it can be used for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).  
 
Bucharest, Romania, 21 January 
 
This training, which was organised by the Romanian NGO Platform FOND, brought together a range 
of different stakeholders, including ten officials from national line ministries, ten NGO 
representatives, and three representatives from international organisations. The discussion focused 
on the water-energy-food nexus and participants noted that the training material will be useful for  

http://oecdinsights.org/2016/01/16/the-romeo-and-juliet-of-economic-transformation/
http://oecdinsights.org/2016/01/11/policy-coherence-from-new-data-new-research-new-mindsets/
http://oecdinsights.org/2016/01/15/the-importance-of-a-policy-coherence-lens-for-implementing-the-sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.fondromania.org/eng/pagini/pagina-1-1.php


 
identifying new opportunities and ways of getting involved in monitoring PCSD; improving reporting 
on policy coherence; and for raising awareness on PCSD more broadly. The OECD was represented 
by Ernesto Soria Morales, Carina Lindberg and Simon Walch.  
 

 
 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 25 January 
 
This training session, organised by SLOGA, gathered experts from different governmental institutions 
(including MFA, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Slovenian Environment Agency, 
Institute of Public Health, Office for Development and European Cohesion Policy) as well as research 
institutes and NGOs. In a role playing exercise participants mapped out critical interactions across 
the SDGs and targets with a special focus on the water, energy and agriculture sectors. Participants 
discussed and identified ways to reconcile different objectives in these three sectors for achieving 
food security, turn inconsistencies into synergies, and manage potential trade-offs. They also 
considered how existing institutional mechanisms could be enhanced to improve coherence and 
deal with cross-cutting issues in implementing the SDGs 
 

 
 
Do not hesitate to contact us if you wish us to organise a training in your country/region. 

 
OTHER RECENT EVENTS 

 
What are the strategic challenges to coherent policy-making on sustainable development?, 15 
January, London 
 
This lunchtime roundtable, co-hosted by Overseas Development Institute (ODI) and OECD in London 
on 15 January explored some of the underlying obstacles to translating sustainable development 
into coherent and effective policies. It highlighted how actions to achieve one goal or target can 
impact on, reinforce or undermine actions to achieve another. Gaspar Frontini, Head of Unit: Policy 
and Coherence at the European Commission DG for Development (DEVCO), and Ebba Dohlman, 
Senior Advisor for policy Coherence at the OECD led the discussion, which was chaired by Mikaela  

http://www.sloga-platform.org/about-us/
http://www.odi.org/events/4321-strategic-challenges-policy-coherence-sustainable-development
http://www.odi.org/


 
Gavas, Programme Leader: Development Agencies and EU at ODI. Background material included 
OECD’s report Better policies for development 2015: Policy coherence and green growth; the 
European Commission’s 2015 EU Report on PCD; and an article by Simon Maxwell. 
 
OECD Meeting of the Members of the Council on Sustainable Development, 19 January, Paris 
 
On 19 January, the OECD Council met to share early experiences on SDG implementation and discuss 
the Organisation’s strategic response to the Sustainable Development Goals. In a session open to a 
wide range of partner countries, Ambassadors considered a paper entitled “National Approaches to 
Implementing the SDGs: Examples from Early Experiences” (attached). It recognises that many 
countries and stakeholders are already working to implement the new Agenda within their own 
countries and at the regional and global levels, taking into account different national realities, 
capacities and priorities. These efforts include strategic actions, governance aspects, and 
mechanisms for tracking progress and reporting  

Framing an analysis of key trade-offs in the SDGs framework, 22-22 January, Paris 
 
The International Council for Science (ICSU) organised a workshop on 21-22 January 2016 in Paris to 
discuss knowledge needs for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and discuss 
the framing of an analysis of key potential trade-offs. As countries and stakeholders are now working 
towards the implementation of the SDGs, there is a need to identify and assess the key 
interdependencies across goals and targets that will influence the successful implementation of the 
SDGs. Among other things, the workshop aimed to identify a focus (cluster of issues) for deeper 
analysis of drivers and barriers and recommendations. The OECD was represented by Ebba Dohlman.  
 
Beyond Aid: The Integration of Sustainable Development in a Coherent International Agenda, 28 
January, Washington DC 
 
The Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) launched a report by James Michel, Senior 
Adviser with the project on Prosperity and Development, on “Beyond Aid: The Integration of 
Sustainable Development in a Coherent International Agenda”.  His report describes the complex 
challenges to the effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
including the multiplicity of participants, the growing diversity of financing, the need for better 
knowledge, and the persistence of state fragility. Throughout, the emphasis is on the importance of 
new thinking and new behavior that will shift the focus of development from aid to a more 
comprehensive paradigm. It stresses the need for development partnerships that integrate 
sustainable development in coherent efforts to preserve our planet and enhance the well-being of 
all its inhabitants. James Michel introduced the report and a panel discussion involved Homi Kharas, 
Alex Shakow and Ebba Dohlman.  
 
UPCOMING EVENT 

 
European Parliament Workshop on PCD, 16 February, Brussels 
 
On 16 February, the European Parliament’s Committee on Development and its Standing Rapporteur 
on PCD, Mr. Preda, will organise a workshop in Brussels on EU Policy Coherence for Development: 
The challenge of sustainability. The objective is to provide input into the report currently being 
prepared by the Standing Rapporteur with concrete suggestions on how the EU can further develop 
its PCD policies, also taking into account the new challenges arising from the SDG agenda. Ebba 
Dohlman will participate in the panel. 
 

http://www.oecd.org/pcd/Better%20Policies%20for%20Development_2015.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sites/devco/files/pcd-report-2015_en.pdf
http://international-development.eu/2015/11/11/policy-coherence-for-development-not-just-for-wonks/
http://www.oecd.org/about/whodoeswhat/
http://www.icsu.org/
http://csis.org/
http://csis.org/publication/beyond-aid
http://csis.org/publication/beyond-aid


NEW OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 

 
The economic consequences of climate change 
 
This report provides a new detailed quantitative assessment of the consequences of climate change 
on economic growth through to 2060 and beyond. It focuses on how climate change affects different 
drivers of growth, including labour productivity and capital supply, in different sectors across the 
world. For example, the ENV-Linkages model simulations suggest that market damages from the 
selected set of impacts are projected to gradually increase over time and rise faster than global 
economic activity. If no further climate change action will be undertaken, the combined effect of the 
selected impacts on global annual GDP are projected to rise over time to likely levels of 1.0% to 3.3% 
by 2060, with a central projection of 2%. The sectoral and regional analysis, in turn, shows that while 
the impacts of climate change spread across all sectors and all regions, the largest negative 
consequences are projected to be found in the health and agricultural sectors, with damages 
especially strong in Africa and Asia. 
 
Income inequality: The gap between rich and poor 
 
Income inequality is rising. The poorest members of society suffer immediately from inequality, but 
in the longer term, the whole economy is also damaged. OECD figures show that the rise in 
inequality observed between 1985 and 2005 in 19 OECD countries knocked 4.7 percentage points off 
cumulative growth between 1990 and 2010. This book in the “OECD Insights” series explores how 
inequality is rising, why it is rising and the impacts of this rise on people’s lives. It argues that rising 
inequality can be avoided if we take decisive action to promote inclusive growth. 
 
NTMs and the Post-Bali Agenda: Considerations for Commonwealth African Countries 
 
Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) can be trade restricting or trade enhancing, depending on the particular 
measure. The elimination or reduction of NTMs is in most cases not a viable goal in light of the fact 
that NTMs are introduced for legitimate policy purposes in the majority of cases. However, NTMs 
can pose challenges for developing country exports (including the ability to make use of tariff 
preferences extended to their products). This issue of Commonwealth Trade Hot Topics provides an 
overview of the scope of NTMs, and offers key considerations for Commonwealth developing 
countries vis-à-vis NTMs (e.g. in the post-Bali work plan). 
 
Can we put an end to human smuggling? 
 
In the first ten months of 2015, more than 1.2 million illegal border crossings at the external border 
of the EU have been detected, a level never seen before in Europe. Available evidence suggests that 
irregular migration also persists in other parts of the world at high levels. Most of the migrants who 
use these routes put their lives in the hands of unscrupulous human smugglers and traffickers, who 
make big money out of this business. Tackling these crimes has become a top priority for policy 
makers. This edition of Migration Policy Debates scrutinises the factors that facilitate human 
trafficking, as well as the smuggling routes to OECD countries. It synthesises available evidence and 
reviews existing policy tools for tackling such crime. It emphasises the need to undermine the 
business model of smugglers, including by reducing the demand for smuggling, fighting against 
corruption and addressing the root causes for irregular migration. 
 
Mitigating Droughts and Floods in Agriculture: Policy Lessons and Approaches 
 
Climate change is expected to increase the frequency and magnitude of extreme weather events, 
notably of droughts and floods to which the agriculture sector is particularly exposed. While  

http://www.oecd.org/environment/the-economic-consequences-of-climate-change-9789264235410-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/economy/income-inequality-9789264246010-en.htm
http://www.thecommonwealth-ilibrary.org/commonwealth/trade/non-tariff-measures-and-the-post-bali-agenda_5jrp3plrs36g-en
http://www.oecd.org/migration/Can%20we%20put%20an%20end%20to%20human%20smuggling.pdf


 
agricultural productivity growth and policy development have allowed to better cope with these 
risks and reduce overall impacts on the sector and commodity markets, this publication shows that 
there is substantial room to improve policy responses and co-ordinate across policy domains, 
including with respect to water rights and allocation, weather and hydrological information, 
innovation and education, and insurance and compensation schemes. Indeed, drought and flood 
risks are likely to become a major policy concern as increasing population will increase the demand 
for food, feed, fibre, and energy, not to mention the competition for water resources, and 
urbanisation will increase the demand for flood protection and mitigation, raising the issue of the 
allocation of flood risks across sectors and areas. 
 
Social Impact Investment: Building the Evidence Base  

Social impact investment can provide new ways to more efficiently and effectively allocate public 
and private capital to address social and economic challenges at the global, national and local levels. 
While these innovative market-based approaches will not replace the core role of the public sector 
or the need for philanthropy, they can provide a potentially powerful means for leveraging existing 
capital. This report provides a framework for assessing the social impact investment market and 
focuses on the need to build the evidence base, in particular for impact assessment compared to 
existing social service delivery models. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-food/mitigating-droughts-and-floods-in-agriculture_9789264246744-en
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/finance-and-investment/social-impact-investment_9789264233430-en

